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Abstract

This research paper presents a critical analysis of the intellectual and
cultural relationship between Islam and the West, primarily drawing
on Edward Said’s seminal work Orientalism. By integrating the
thought of Allama Muhammad Igbal, the study demonstrates that
prominent voices within the Muslim world also offered profound
critiques of Western civilization, its alliance of knowledge and
power, and its impact on Islamic identity. The paper argues that
Orientalism and Islam phobia are interconnected expressions of a
broader ideological framework that distorts and marginalizes
Islam.Both Igbal and Said unmask the contradictions within the
Western narrative and call upon Muslims to reclaim intellectual
autonomy, spiritual self-awareness, and cultural agency. The hostile
attitudes manifested in Orientalism and Islam phobia not only
misrepresent Islam but also serve to justify political and civilizational
oppression. Igbal, through his deep engagement with Western
thought, challenges these biases and urges Muslims to confront them
with selfhood, awareness, and active resistance.

Keywords: Rejection  of  Orientalism,Islamphobia,Edward
Said,Allama Igbal, Western Discourse, Islamic Identity, Intellectual
Resistance,Cultural Hegemony,Postcolonial Critique,Knowledge
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“If this view of prophetic teaching is meant to apply to Islam, it is
obviously a misrepresentation”.®
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“Napoleonic invasion of Egypt in 1798, an invasion which was in many ways the
very model of a truly scientific appropriation of one culture by another, apparently
stronger one. For with Napoleon's occupation of Egypt processes were set in motion
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between East and West that still dominate our contemporary cultural and political
perspectives. And the Napoleonic expedition, with its great collective monument
of rudition, the Description de I'Egypte, provided a scene or setting for Orientalism,
since Egypt and subsequently the other Islamic lands were viewed as the live
provinc$i3)the laboratory, the theater of effective Western knowledge about the
Orient”.
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“Christian authors witnessing the Islamic conquests had scant interest in the

learning, high culture, and frequent magnificence of the Muslims, who were, as

Gibbon said, "coeval with the darkest and most slothful period of European

annals".Not for nothing did Islam come to symbolize terror, devastation, the
demonic, hordes of hated barbarians. For Europe, Islam was a lasting trauma.” 4
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“This rigorous Christian picture of Islam was intensified in innumerable ways,

including during the Middle Ages and early Renaissance a large variety of poetry,
learned controversy, and popular superstition.” ¢5
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“Mohammedan” is the relevant (and insulting) European designation; "Islam,"

which happens to be the correct Muslim name, is relegated to another entry. The

"heresy... which we call Mohammedan" is "caught" as the imitation of a Christian
imitation of true religion.” 16
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“Such "images" of the Orient as this are images in that they represent or stand for
a very large entity, otherwise impossibly diffuse, which they enable one to grasp or
see. They are also characters, related to such types as the braggarts, misers, or
gluttons produced by Theophrastus.” *7)
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"Doubtless Islam was a real provocation in many ways. It lay uneasily close to
Christianity, geographically and culturally. It drew on the Judeo-Hellenic traditions;
it borrowed creatively from Christianity" 8
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